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Key Narratives 
● Reported strong adverse reactions and deaths after receiving the vaccine continue to be used to 

fuel concerns about the safety of the vaccine. 
● Health freedom groups are using news of these adverse reaction events to suggest the vaccines are 

unsafe and to drum up fear against vaccine mandates. 

Be On the Lookout For: 
● Stories of individuals with negative reactions after receiving the vaccine may gain immediate 

attention online. 
● News events, especially misleading headlines from mainstream media outlets, may be used by 

fringe anti-vaccine groups to try to legitimize concerns about COVID-19 vaccines and other 
conspiratorial claims. 

● As vaccination rates continue to increase, discussions of vaccine mandates among health freedom 
groups may fuel concerns about safety and government distrust. 

Narrative​: Safety Concerns 
● Three main stories of reactions and deaths after receiving the COVID vaccine have spread from 

anti-vaccination pages to more mainstream Facebook Groups, Twitter, and Instagram accounts. 
1. The story of a Miami-based doctor who died in early January has resurfaced in 

anti-vaccination Facebook Groups after a ​New York Times article​. The article has 
received roughly 2.2k interactions as part of anti-vaccination posts while a ​spin off article 
on a high-profile anti-vaccination blog has received over 10.3k interactions.. 

2. The story of deaths in a Norway nursing home has been pushed by ​Russian state media​, a 
popular ​hip hop instagram account​, and high-profile anti-vaccination advocate ​Robert 
Kennedy Jr​. 

3. Videos of people supposedly convulsing after receiving the vaccine have gone ​viral on 
Facebook​. Screen recordings are reposted even after the videos are removed. 

● Articles with misleading headlines and quotes, such as ​“Doctor’s Death After COVID Vaccine is 
Being Investigated”,​ are backing posts across Facebook Groups.  

● Clarifications within articles that deaths are most likely not related to the vaccine do not impact 
discussion. Rather, some anti-vaccine advocates are spinning the idea of “​unrelated coincidences​” 
as proof of “Big Pharma” cover up. 

Narrative​: State Legislation and Federal Overreach 
● A ​CNET article​ reporting that Biden’s vaccination plans will include activating FEMA and the 

National Guard for distribution has received 71K facebook interactions. Posts in ​Anti-Vaccine 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/12/health/covid-vaccine-death.html
https://childrenshealthdefense.org/defender/johns-hopkins-scientist-medical-certainty-pfizer-vaccine-caused-death-florida-doctor/?utm_source=fb&utm_medium=defender&fbclid=IwAR1mmaLS4P5hkY7WP24uhavArMaojJnPFBEDSYOveZ6gvMOVciNbiIZ0OEc
https://www.facebook.com/RTnews/posts/10159779806419411
https://www.instagram.com/mymixtapez/
https://twitter.com/RobertKennedyJr/status/1351277936607948800
https://twitter.com/RobertKennedyJr/status/1351277936607948800
https://www.facebook.com/erinmarie05/posts/10164795341280357
https://www.facebook.com/erinmarie05/posts/10164795341280357
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2021%2F01%2F12%2Fhealth%2Fcovid-vaccine-death.html%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3wruuRMyh7B5r2QbO7LdjoGZo52uD3gfvasI8n2frYH-dgudBjlJyeH74&h=AT0Btr0ooXXVZRJuOH9h_hd_6u5bmhzlkkQgfiSvwk26WQXP-94KOmnFQRygOiQ9m1FRo6tBG-TsF8QAOndngcNvPAyqnBNvRqLv85poUvDJtH-rEI7_hC5oaCPaR-ESTQ7ZaGHC&__tn__=H-R&c[0]=AT0nvoHUzwsX8N_4MLpSWe38OTHN2qFtsEIe1K9H8Y9p52abX6HIcRvUQUbadW3VDg9f-3dJhXz_CLIPiIAdK39b0Kagaeo7wzz3z32nkNMqFUgND1tF0yg6EJUndZUsGKibyvHQK52FLigYnjgwukFbvIwl6KkOhsZifmLYb8UVuJY
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2021%2F01%2F12%2Fhealth%2Fcovid-vaccine-death.html%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3wruuRMyh7B5r2QbO7LdjoGZo52uD3gfvasI8n2frYH-dgudBjlJyeH74&h=AT0Btr0ooXXVZRJuOH9h_hd_6u5bmhzlkkQgfiSvwk26WQXP-94KOmnFQRygOiQ9m1FRo6tBG-TsF8QAOndngcNvPAyqnBNvRqLv85poUvDJtH-rEI7_hC5oaCPaR-ESTQ7ZaGHC&__tn__=H-R&c[0]=AT0nvoHUzwsX8N_4MLpSWe38OTHN2qFtsEIe1K9H8Y9p52abX6HIcRvUQUbadW3VDg9f-3dJhXz_CLIPiIAdK39b0Kagaeo7wzz3z32nkNMqFUgND1tF0yg6EJUndZUsGKibyvHQK52FLigYnjgwukFbvIwl6KkOhsZifmLYb8UVuJY
https://childrenshealthdefense.org/defender/death-by-coincidence/?utm_source=fb&utm_medium=defender&fbclid=IwAR16HrqZI6WbBv-q-yJUys1gdZwbRNqdSbMd26p799YgMAuCaFO5KwlUP7s
https://www.cnet.com/news/biden-to-activate-fema-and-national-guard-to-vaccinate-americans/
https://www.facebook.com/HealthNutNews/posts/4388761604472326


and ​Health Freedom​ Groups combine descriptions of this plan with concerns about safety 
suggesting that this is a scary overreach of federal power. 

● Social media posts discussing a proposed Oregon ​required immunizations bill​ and a Texas 
anti-vaccine mandate bill saw engagement in anti-vaccine mandate groups. 

State Media Activity 
● Foreign state media, particularly Russian state media, also publicized adverse reaction events, 

using them to call into question the safety of Pfizer and Moderna COVID-19 vaccines. 
● Some state media posts focused on frustrations over slow vaccine rollouts and potential vaccine 

mandates. (see Appendix for examples) 
  

https://www.facebook.com/MTvaccinechoice/posts/3411662808959682
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB254


Appendix  
 

Description and additional 
links 

Screenshot 

Miami Doctor Story Post 
Links 

● Facebook: ​Children’s 
Health Defense 

● Facebook: ​Vaxxed 
 

 

Examples of use of VAERS 
data 

● Facebook: ​Children’s 
Health Defense 

● Facebook: ​Health 
Freedom Minnesota 
(with example of 
“Missing Context” 
label) 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ChildrensHealthDefense/posts/2839920536255349
https://www.facebook.com/ChildrensHealthDefense/posts/2839920536255349
https://www.facebook.com/vaxxedthemovie/posts/1814869455357416
https://www.facebook.com/ChildrensHealthDefense/posts/2840509869529749
https://www.facebook.com/ChildrensHealthDefense/posts/2840509869529749
https://www.facebook.com/MNRIGHTS/posts/2705584779771789
https://www.facebook.com/MNRIGHTS/posts/2705584779771789


Norway nursing home: 
● Instagram: 

MyMixtapez 
● Twitter: ​Robert 

Kennedy Jr. 

 

Facebook video​ of patients 
convulcing after receiving 
vaccine. 

 

https://www.instagram.com/p/CKHJBsKjbA4/
https://twitter.com/RobertKennedyJr/status/1351277936607948800
https://twitter.com/RobertKennedyJr/status/1351277936607948800
https://www.facebook.com/erinmarie05/posts/10164795341280357


 

State Media Action: 
● RT on Facebook 

pushing stories about 
side effects​, including 
convulsions​, of 
Pfizer/BioNTech 
vaccine 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/RTnews/posts/10159779806419411
https://www.facebook.com/RTnews/posts/10159788395474411

